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But failures were rare. Strong resisters, even
Quakers, were struck to the ground ; mothers
followed the example of their daughters and fell
into fits ; many would roar in the disquietude of
their spirits, and sometimes the whole floor of a
room would be covered with writhing figures
calling upon God, filling the air with their moans.

Nor were the agonies entirely due to being
born ; they were often caused by the expulsion of
the Devil. Sometimes his satanic presence was
only to be inferred, as in the case of the girl who
had to be held down for three days; at others he
declared himself to be there. Once, when Wesley
was summoned through a drenching shower to
see a girl, and arrived " cold and dead, fitter for
sleep than for prayer," on seeing him, the devil
hi the girl " burst out into horrid laughter and
said, " No power, no power ; no faith, no faith.
She is mine ; her soul is mine, I have her, and
will not let her go ! " Still worse was the girl of
nineteen who had to be held down by three
people. Wesley blandly gives the account.

" It was a terrible sight. Anguish, horror, and
despair, above all description, appeared in her
pale face. The thousand distortions of her whole
body showed how the dogs of hell were gnawing
her heart. The shrieks intermixed were scarce to
be endured. But her stony eyes could not weep.
She screamed out ... I am damned, damned ;
lost for ever. Six days ago you might have helped
me. But it is past. I am the devil's now. I have